OWA 2021 Ground Report

2021 has seen a slow return to some form of normality. Whilst sporting activities were still being disrupted by the pandemic in the early part of the year, the grounds have continued to be maintained to a good standard by Ian Muir throughout. 

Main Ground
Football – With matches not resuming until April the main pitches were in a reasonable state when the usual renovations were carried out, with the ground disc seeded and 40 tons of rootzone spread over the pitches. Unfortunately there was no rain and a cold breeze during the rest of April and beginning of May and deploying sprinklers for over two weeks had little effect. However, as the pitches were not as worn as in previous years, they did recover quickly and were in very good condition before the start of the 2021-22 season. The OWFC has reduced the number of teams it runs on Saturday from nine down to seven but the number of 11-a-side junior teams on Sunday has increased from 8 to 12, as well as the Vets and Super Vets teams. The frequency of matches being played over the weekend has therefore increase again and is now beyond what is considered ideal. In spite of this, the pitches are currently in very good condition apart from the goalmouths on the 1st XI pitch. Regrettably, junior footballers continue to ignore requests to keep out of these and they remove the stake and rope in front of the goals and continue shooting practice if not watched over.
Car parking on nearly all Saturday afternoons and Sundays is being monitored and the number of problems has greatly reduced.
And, a final thanks to Mick Pilgrim for organising all Vets/Super Vets fixtures. Mick is in the process of moving and has handed over this roll to Doug Forbes.
Note that the main ground will be available for football up to Easter, the weekend of the 16th/17th April 2022. Renovations will then take place over the next 18 days prior to commencement of cricket on Saturday 8th May.

Cricket – The roller was serviced early in the year and as usual extensive pre-season rolling commenced in March and continued up to and during the 2021 season, with pitches rolled as required. This work, in conjunction with end of season renovations carried out in previous years, all helped to provide very good pitches throughout the season. Indeed, the club achieved the highest pitch markings (90%) for Div 2 (first of ten) from panel umpires and fourth of thirty for the three top divisions of the Kent League.
With the usual renovations carried out to the square after the season ended, I look forward to maintaining this level next year. Repairs to or replacement of the covers will be required prior to next season. Unfortunately the nets are now in a poor state and in need of a complete renovation.

Tennis – With the addition of two new carpet courts, Ian Muir now spends 50% more time on brushing. Fortunately, at this time of the year, the Billy Goat continues to vacuum up and shred leaves quickly and efficiently. Within the next month or so, Ian will also be spreading some more sand onto the existing four carpet courts. The tree pruning/felling carried out last year is now allowing more sunlight onto a previously secluded section of the courts but there is still a small part on the far side of the tennis hut that does not receive much sunlight and this area need to be monitored for any build up of moss or algae. 

Hawes Down 
Football – Although matches did not resume until April, the Tandridge League did not curtail league fixtures and so junior football continued into June. This caused significant wear in some goalmouths and other small areas with some parts still not fully recovered. 

The previously renovated areas benefited from the period of inactivity up to April and have improved significantly. Whilst drainage does not seem to be a particular issue in these areas now, I am arranging for both 11-a-side pitches at HD to be verti-drained during the Christmas break. 
Please note that HD will be available for 11-a-side football up to and including Sunday 1st  May 2022, with junior 9/7-a-side football guaranteed to Sunday 8th May.

Cricket – The roller was serviced early in the year and, with its weight increased, the square was continually rolled pre-season up to and during the 2021 season, with pitches rolled as required, resulting in an improvement of all pitches provided. For an even higher standard next year, post match renovations included the complete koroing of an expanded seven pitch wide square and grading with Ongar loam.

General 
A new irrigation system for the main ground still remains a top priority. 
Ian Muir continues to be contracted to carry out all ground maintenance. Although work has gradually returned to pre-pandemic levels, there has again been no increase in the amount paid to Ian Muir for the 2021/2022 year.

On Sundays, although the OW Juniors have been employing a car parking monitor and the number of parking issues has dramatically reduced, capacity continues to be a problem since on occasion the league schedule too many 11-a-side junior matches at home. In spite of pitches now being hired at a separate ground, this situation will only deteriorate in the 2022/2023 when there could be as many as fifteen 11-a-side teams.
Also, that ground along the edges of the driveway around from the main gates towards the bungalow and tennis courts continues to be worn away due the amount of parking required on these grassed areas.
Additional hard surface parking spaces at the main ground are a necessity and must be considered in any future plans.

The maintenance contract for HD will again come up for renewal on the 1st March next year. The contract is subject to approval by both the OWA and the schools. I will be seeking the approval of the Heads for any new terms as well as going through any other issues that are included for discussion. Maintenance costs are now shared 50/50 between the schools and the OWA. Note that costs to outside contractors for verti-draining and large one-off renovations are paid 100% by the OWA.

The Gardening Team continues to regularly meet every second Tuesday of the month.
I understand that a fourth memorial tree has been requested, in memory of Mike Harris.
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